DATA TALK!
ARE YOU really LISTENING?

When Mark Twain said there are lies, damn lies, and statistics, it's likely because someone had
tried to put words in the mouth of a number rather than listen to what the number actually said.

TO UNDERSTAND WHAT DATA TELL, IT IS FIRST NECESSARY TO SPEAK THE LANGUAGE.

e Sample is a specified number of people that are drawn from the entire universe or
target population.

e Method is the statistically reliable manner in which a sample of the target population
was gathered.

e Survey Instrument is the tool that was used to measure the information.

e Construct exactly identifies the objective of gathering the information.

The test scores of 200 students (sample) were collected from the report the testing service provided the school district
(method) and the pass-fail scale established by the service (instrument) was used to determine the number of students who

passed the test to measure student progress since they were last tested on this material (construct).

INTERPRETATION OF THE RESULTS CAN ADD MEANING TO WHAT THE DATA ARE SAYING.

e Interpretation of the results provides descriptions about the sample.

* Data from another sample can be use to make comparisons between two samples.

e Factors that influence data can reveal differences that occur within results.










